Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

February 14, 2010

“Blessed are you who are poor, for the kingdom of God is yours. Blessed

are you who are now hungry, for you will be satisfied.”

— Luke 6:20-21a

FROM FATHER JOHN
The Three Hours

When I graduated from high school, I enlisted in the
United States Army. My first assignment after boot camp
and my advanced school, was Fifth Army Headquarters in
Chicago, Illinois assigned to the Department of Defense at
the Induction Station in Indianapolis, Indiana. [ was eighteen
years old and away from home for the first time for an ex-
tended period.

There was no available housing; therefore, I lived in a
little apartment next to the Masonic Temple. My duty station
was six blocks away but half way down and one block over
was St. Mary’s Catholic Church. St. Mary’s was a very large
church that in 1959 I did not find very welcoming. Yet, it
was a sanctuary for a lonely Catholic soldier from Missis-
sippi. As a member of the military, I was exempt of many of
the fast and abstinence requirements of Lent. My grand-
mother always told us, "Don’t try to be holier than the
Church. If you have a dispensation, take advantage of the
dispensation." —and I did.

The only Catholics in my section were my Lieutenant, a
Sergeant and myself. We often talked about our faith but
nothing of any depth was discussed. We did discuss penance
and our Lent obligations and dispensations. When Holy
Week arrived, our shallow religious discussions took on
depth and we decided that on Good Friday we would make
one hour of the Three Hours of Devotion. We took our lunch
hour on Good Friday, the three of us walked down to St.
Mary’s for the first of the Three Hours of Devotion.

I am sure you remember the Three Hours Devotion. Tradi-
tionally these hours were spent in silence, prayer and medita-
tion. From noon to 3:00 p.m., the "Three Hours Devotion,"
was to commemorate the time Jesus hung and died on the
cross. This devotion usually includes meditations on the
Seven Last Words of Jesus.

When we arrived at St. Mary’s, the Church was open and
there were several people quietly praying. Each in our own
fashion, genuflected and entered separate pews. That first
hour began with a prayer service and reflection. I couldn’t be
home for Easter, but my Church was there for me. I found
solace in the quiet prayer of Our Church.

§
Your reward will be great in heaven
©). luch Co., Inc.

I do not know why many of our Parishes have abandoned
the Three Hour Devotion. As a down town parish, we will
attempt to reintroduce this old devotion. Therefore, on Good
Friday (Apr. 2) beginning at Noon, we will have a reflection
on the SEVEN LAST WORDS OF JESUS. We will have
time for silence and the Stations of the Cross at 2:30 p.m.
followed by the Solemn Veneration of the Cross at 3:00
p.m. Fr. John McGrath

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED

The Nativity Parish Office will be closed on Tuesday, February
16th, for Mardi Gras. It will re-open on Wednesday, February
17th, at 9:00 a.m. Have a happy and safe Mardi Gras day.

ASH WEDNESDAY

Prayer, fasting, and almsgiving: these
disciplines, prescribed by Jesus himself
in the Sermon on the Mount, along with
strict instructions not to flaunt them in
public to win recognition and praise
(Matthew 6:1-18), have been embraced
by all the saints at the beginning of every

Lent for almost two thousand years. But
mention Lent, and many react with a grimace or slight shud-
der—even now, years after official obligations have been re-
duced to a minimum! No wonder the Eastern Rite’s “Lenten
Announcement” sounds surprising: “Let us receive with joy, O
faithful people, the divinely inspired announcement of Lent!
The Lenten Spring shines forth! Begin the fast with joy! Let us
fast from passions as well as food, taking pleasure in the good
works of the Spirit, and accomplishing them in love!” Saint
John Chrysostom, whose feast is September 13, elaborates: “Do
you fast? Give proof by your works. If you see a poor person,
take pity. An enemy, be reconciled. A friend gaining honor,
don’t be jealous.” A positive approach! May the saints help us

keep such a Lent!
—Peter Scagnelli, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

Ash Wednesday Masses will
be celebrated at:
6:30 & 8:00 a.m., 12-noon
and 6:00 p.m.



Scheduled Mass Intentions this Week

Monday February 15 Kenneth Dellenger Suzanne Baffes
Tuesday February 16 MM George J. Collins, Sr. Miriam Spragio
Wednesday  February 17 Glenn & Joyce Pisarich Dec’d DeRoever Family

Louis & Mary Holley Beaumont Meaut
Thursday February 18 Warren “Bo” Hornsby, Jr. David Kirkland
Friday February 19 Mike Gilich Sr. Family Louis & Pearl Lee Gutierrez
Saturday February 20 Lu DeSorbo
Sunday February 21 Nativity’s Parishioners MM Gabe Kasovich
Joan Butirich Paul I. Newman

MEN’S CLUB DAY OF RETREAT Facilitators for the groups which met during Lent
Saturday, February 20th, 9:00 a.m. to 12-noon, in the Na- 2009 will continue this season. We hope additional

tivity Marian Chapel. Deacon Ben will be the facilitator. groups will be formed and facilitators will volunteer.
Groups will meet at the times most convenient for them

in their homes or in the Sacred Heart Center.

FROM NATIVITY SCHOOL ltéds not too late. Call th
o We congratulate sixth grader Patrick Tapper for someone in touch with you so that you can be included
achieving first place in the Nativity School Geogra- in this Spiritual Renewal opportunity.

phy Bee. As first place winner, Patrick has taken a
written test to see if he qualifies for the statewide SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

competition which will be held in April. Please show your gratitude to our bulletin advertisers by

patronizing their businesses/services. Tell them you saw
o Three cheers for Madison Audo, a first grade student  their ad in the Nativity bulletin.

at Nativity,who will participate in the Regional Mis-
sissippi Department of Education Reading Fair on

Wednesday, February 17th. TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Feb 14 10,549.
o Congratulations to fifth grader Alex Warner for his Sg c?elgrg[ eart Center Debt Reduction b §391
first place float in the Mardi Gras float competition. Haiti Relief (Third Week) $50.

As first place winner, Alex's float is displayed at City
Hall and he was invited to attend a segment of a re-
cent City Council meeting.

We offer sincere thanks to our parishioners and guests
for their continued generous stewardship of treasure,
time and talent, given to support our parish and the

L many ministries that our parish fosters.
e Thank you for continuing to support our school by y P

saving Box Tops for Education, Campbell Product
Labels, Community Coffee UPC Codes and alumi-

num cans. Every little bit helps! New Parishioner(s) or Changes
New Parishioner(s) (Date)
« All are invited to attend the Nativity B.V.M. Open "~ Address has changed
House on Sunday, March 7th, 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. " Telephone has changed
Come and see displays, demonstrations and our Book ~ E_Mail Address
Fair. Interested in Parish Activities.

___Moving out of parish ~ (Date)
YOUR INVITATION TO GROW IN CHRIST  Ssick at home

During Lent Nativity parish will once again offer the Visit in Hospital (Name and Hospital info)
opportunity to grow in Tdaily spirituality through the
Li ve i n Sgritual forsnation program. Name

Small groups will follow the Paulist Press materials Address
with the theme of i Di s c i p | .e entbriaging the Zip Phone
Gospel message of love and bemg a dISCIple of the Detach and drop in collection basket or mail to Church Office:
Word. P.O. Box 367, Biloxi, MS 39533-0367




